	Thursday, July 15, 2010


	Spitsbergen In Depth
R/V Akademik Ioffe


	Kræmerpynten & Andreéneset, Svalbard

	06:00
	Early Bird coffee is served in the Lounge

	07:00
	Wake-up call

	07:30
	Breakfast is served in the Dining Room

	09:00


	We plan to land at Kræmerpynten, Kvitøya

Giles Land was glittering white from its highest summit down to the very edge of the sea. It was covered throughout with its soft mantle of snow; not a rock projected through it to break its spotless purity. The island rose in regular curves to an altitude of 600 or 700 feet, and was one continuous mass of ice and snow...With the sun shining upon it, White Island (Giles Island) must be a fascinating object.

- Alfred G. Nathorst, Geographical Journal, August 1899

The name Kvitøya means "White Island", and is justified by the view of the ice cap that covers 99% of the approximately 700 sq km island. "Officially", there are three small patches of ice-free land on Kvitøya: Andreéneset in the west, Hornodden in the southeast and Kræmerpynten in the east. We plan to land at Kræmerpynten, which is named after Waldemar Kræmer, a Norwegian trapper. Great care is needed when ashore in this area. Polar bears may be present even if you cannot see any; landings have had to be aborted and people evacuated quickly many times on Kvitøya and nearby Storøya because of Polar bears appearing uncomfortably close by.


	12:30
	Lunch is served in the Dining Room

	14:00
	The Gift Shop will be open

	16:30
	We plan to land at Andreéneset, Kvitøya

Andreéneset is named after Salomon August Andreé and his ill-fated attempt to fly to the Geographic North Pole via hydrogen balloon in 1897. All three participants died here, with their remains being discovered 33 years later. Andrée neglected many early signs of the dangers associated with his balloon plan. Being able to steer the balloon to some extent was essential for a safe journey, and there was plenty of evidence that the drag-rope steering technique he had invented was ineffective; yet he staked the fate of the expedition on drag ropes. Worse, the polar balloon Örnen (Eagle) was delivered directly to Svalbard from its manufacturer in Paris without being tested; when measurements showed it to be leaking more than expected, Andrée refused to acknowledge the alarming implications of this. Most modern students of the expedition see Andrée's optimism, faith in the power of technology, and disregard for the forces of nature as the main factors in the series of events that led to his death and the deaths of his two companions.


	19:00
	Your Bartender, Diane, invites you to enjoy a cocktail during Happy Hour in the Bar (Deck 3) 


	20:00
	Dinner is served in the Dining Room 



	21:45
	Bar Talk Please join Sam in the Bar for Crazy Devils

	
	GENERAL INFORMATION:

Doctor: Mark Freedman- Cabin 538 - Phone 667 (Deck 5, starboard side, opposite the Clinic)
Reception: Phone 622 (Deck 3)
Hotel Office: The Hotel Office is located on Deck 3. Please ask Eric if you have any questions or concerns. 
Radio Room: Phone 616 (Deck 6, adjacent to the Bridge)

Bridge: Phone 666 in case of emergency (Deck 6)
Gift shop opening times will be announced via the Public Announcement system
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A map showing the flight of the Eagle (solid line), it’s crash site on July 14th, 1897, and the over-ice route the men took to Kvitøya

