	Sunday, July 11, 2010


	Spitsbergen In Depth
R/V Akademik Ioffe


	Smeerenburg & Hamiltonbukta, Svalbard


	06:00
	Early Bird coffee is served in the Lounge



	07:00
	Wake-up call



	07:30
	Breakfast is served in the Dining Room



	09:00                  


	We plan to land at Smeerenburg
The name “Smeerenburg” means “Blubber Town”. Its whaling station served as the main base for Dutch whaling in the first half of the 17th century, which was the period when whale hunting was still happening along the coastline and in the fjords of Svalbard. Smeerenburg is situated on the island of Amsterdamøya, surrounded by fjords, tall glacier fronts and steep, rugged mountains. The most obvious sign of its days as a whaling station are the large cement-like remains of blubber ovens where the blubber was boiled. The rest of the old Smeerenburg has largely disappeared under layers of sand. 

No other station from the whaling periods in Svalbard has had nearly as much praise and mention as this legendary blubber town. Many myths and fabulous stories have been told of its vitality and size: In 1920, Nansen described hundreds of ships mooring in the fjord, and a lively town, abundant in riches. He spoke of a town with stands and streets, where up to ten thousand people gathered in the summer, all in connection with the whaling. 

	12:30
	Lunch is served in the Dining Room

	15:30


	Expedition Afternoon in Hamiltonbukta
Hamiltonbukta is a westward branching arm of Raudfjorden, named after Count Hugo Vilhelm Hamilton, a Swedish naval officer (1859-1919). He was the Captain of one of the ships used during the Arc-de-meridian expedition in 1899.  At the western end of the Hamiltonbukta lies the mighty Hamiltonbreen, a 5km long and 3km wide glacier. Hamiltonbukta also contains the largest bird cliff the Raudfjord area, with the Brünich’s guillemot being the most abundant breeding species.

	17:30
	The Gift Shop will be open

	18:30
	Your Bartender, Diane, invites you to enjoy a cocktail during Happy Hour in the Bar (Deck 3) 


	19:30
	Dinner is served in the Dining Room 



	21:15
	Evening Video in the Presentation Room “Planet Earth – From Pole to Pole”


	
	GENERAL INFORMATION:

Doctor: Mark Freedman - Cabin 538 - Phone 667 (Deck 5, starboard side, opposite the Clinic)
Reception: Phone 622 (Deck 3)
Hotel Office: The Hotel Office is located on Deck 3, Aft, towards the Bar
Radio Room: Phone 616 (Deck 6, adjacent to the Bridge)

Bridge: Phone 666 in case of emergency (Deck 6)
Gift shop opening times will be announced via the Public Announcement system
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FRESHWATER ICE:

ice shelf:

a large slab of ice flowing on the sea but
remaining attached to, and partly fed by,
land-based ice

glacier:

amass of ice, irrespective of size, derived from
snow and continuously moving from higher to
lower ground, or spreading over the sea

iceberg:

a piece of ice of the order of tens of metres or
more across that has been shed by a glacier
into a lake or the sea

Types of icebergs:

grounded berg:
where the iceberg has run into shallow
coast and is unable to move

tabular berg:

flat topped iceberg, usually derived from
an ice shelf, may drift for years before
melting

rolled berg:

iceberg that has literally rolled over as a
result of becoming top-heavy from the
lower section melting in the sea water;
tend to have a smooth, rounded shape

calving:

the process of detachment of blocks of ice from

a glacier into water

bergy bit:

piece of floating glacier ice up to several metres
across, commonly derived from the disintegration

of an iceberg

growler:
a piece of glacier ice almost awash, up to a few
metres across but smaller than a bergy bit

brash ice:
small fragments of glacier ice, smaller than
growlers

SEAWATER ICE:

sea-ice:
ice that forms by the freezing of the sea

sea water freezes at -1.8°C (28.8° F) but
depends upon salinity (Tsalt = | freezing temp.)

Antarctica sea-ice extent:
4 million km? in summer and 19 million km?
in winter

grease ice:

early ice that forms as the temperature falls
and small ice crystals clump together into
congealed greasy ice slicks

pancake ice:
ice spun around in waves and thickened into
free floating ice disks (up to 3 m in diameter)

pack-ice:
formed from ice floes freezing together

polynya:
area of open water within pack-ice, caused
by local wind and current patterns

fast-ice:
ice attached to land

tide crack:
crack in the fast-ice caused by tidal movement
of the ocean




