	Saturday, July 10, 2010


	Spitsbergen In Depth
R/V Akademik Ioffe


	Expedition Day: Up North to the Pack Ice, Svalbard


	06:00
	Early Bird coffee is served in the Lounge



	07:00
	Wake-up call



	07:30
	Breakfast is served in the Dining Room 

	AM
	Expedition Morning: Bear Patrol and Pack Ice
We plan to scout the edge of the pack ice and search for bears


	12:30


	Lunch is served in the Dining Room


	PM
	Expedition Afternoon: Bear Patrol and Pack Ice
We plan to scout the edge of the pack ice and search for bears


	16:30
	Afternoon tea is served in the Lounge



	17:00

18:00
	Please join our marine biologist Christian for his Polar Bear presentation on Deck 1 in the Presentation Room

The Gift Shop will be open


	18:30
	Your Bartender, Diane, invites you to enjoy a cocktail during Happy Hour in the Bar (Deck 3) 


	19:30
	Dinner is served in the Dining Room 



	21:15
	Bar Talk Please join our historian Scott in the Bar for one of his Arctic tales 

	
	GENERAL INFORMATION:

Doctor: Mark Freedman - Cabin 538 - Phone 667 (Deck 5, starboard side, opposite the Clinic)
Reception: Phone 622 (Deck 3)
Hotel Office: The Hotel Office is located on Deck 3, Aft, towards the bar
Radio Room: Phone 616 (Deck 6, adjacent to the Bridge)

Bridge: Phone 666 in case of emergency (Deck 6)
Gift shop opening times will be announced via the Public Announcement system
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BY MIFI PURVIS

The original pole cat

Roald Amundsen is born in Borge, south-
east Norway. As a child, he is entranced
by tales of polar exploration, including the
story of Sir John Franklin, whose ships
set sail for the Northwest Passage in
1848 and never returned.

As ayoung man, Amundsen’s parents
convince him to study medicine. By
1893, both parents have died and
Amundsen, encouraged by the Arctic ex-
ploits of fellow Norwegian Fridtjof
Nansen, abandons medicine in favour of
exploration. Needing sea experience,
Amundsen signs on with the seal fishery
and studies for his ship master’s ticket.

Amundsen boards the Belgica as first
mate; sailing orders include mapping
part of the Antarctic coast. The Belgica
becomes stuck in ice and must overwin-
ter. Crew and captain fall ill to scurvy and
Amundsen takes over. He and ship’s doc-
tor Fredrick Cook (of North Pole infamy)
catch seals to keep scurvy at bay.

Early 1900’s

Amundsen wins his captain’s ticket and
begins planning his own adventure: to
complete Franklin's journey and find the
Northwest Passage. As a scientific objec-
tive, he proposes to study the North Mag-
netic Pole. That goal in mind, he spends
time in Germany, studying magnetism.
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Inannals of Arctic and Antarctic exploration, few names stand out as boldly as Amundsen

In the annals of European Arctic and Antarc-
tic exploration, few names come up as often
as that of the Norwegian Roald Amundsen.
The list of his mentors, associates and rivals -
such as Nansen, Cook and Scott - read like a
who’s who of Arctic lore. An innovative ad-
venturer, Amundsen was among the first Eu-

Amundsen’s ship the Gjdais sprightly
compared to the ponderous British Arctic
vessels. He picks just six men, able to live
off the land if need be, as his crew. The
ship spends two years doing research at
what one crew member calls “the finest
little harbour in the world” — Gjoa Haven.
Amundsen meets the Nestsilik Inuit at
Gjoa. They train him to thrive in the Arctic.
The Gjdacompletes the last unmapped

portion of the Northwest Passage and be-

comes the first ship to sail the course.

1909-1911

Amundsen has been preparing an expedi-
tion to reach the North Pole. His plans are
confounded by the news that American
Robert Peary has beaten him. Paying lip
service to continuing with his set plan,
Amundsen secretly changes his target to
the South Pole. He announces his new
plan from South America just as rival
Robert Falcon Scott is leaving from New
Zealand with the same goal. In December
1911, Amundsen, well-prepared by his
Arctic experience and travelling with dogs,
reaches his mark. Scott, travelling with
heavy sledges and ponies dies trying.

ropean explorers to recognize that polar re-
gions would not bend to sheer will and might.
He understood the importance of being phys-
ically fit, travelling light and adapting to the
rigourous conditions. He accomplished many
polar firsts and furthered Arctic science to no
small degree. Here’s a look at his C.V.

Nobile mounts his own Arctic dirigible
voyage. In May, Nobile's craft, the /talia,
crashes. Despite enmity, Amundsen
pitches in. In June, Roald Amundsen
takes off in an airplane to join the search.
He is never seen again.

WHO’S WHO: Amundsen’s mentors includ-
ed Fridtjof Nansen (standing far right)
and Otto Sverdrup (sitting third from left).
Courtesy Hodder and Stoughton.

COURTESY OF THE PUBLISHER

Amundsen takes to the Arctic twice more
aboard the Maud, but mests with disap-
pointment. Still, valuable data is collected
by the ship’s oceanographer. Amundsen
later makes an unsuccessful attempt at
the North Pole by air with American Lin-
coln Ellsworth. The men leave in two air-
planes. One plane makes it back - barely.
Amundsen decides airplanes are un-
suited to Arctic exploration.

1926 |

Amundsen, Ellsworth and Italian Umberto
Nobile make a successful attempt to fly
over the pole in a dirigible. Amundsen, who
maintained excellent rapport with his fellow
explorers over years in the Arctic, meets
with bad morale on the 72-hour flight. He
and Nobile become bitter enemies, sniping
ateach other afterwards in the press.
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AMUNDSEN: (L) Dressed in
caribou skins aboard the
Gjoa in 1904, .

THE FRAM: (R) Nansen's
ship took Amundsen to
the Antarctic. Amundsen
continued to the Pole by
sledge. Courtesy Atlantic
Monthly Press.




